
Material Girls 
Using talents and resources to enrich the lives of 

others 
 
We are excited to collaborate with others on making 
someone’s life just a little nicer in 2020-21. For 
anyone interested in joining the Material Girls please 
reach out to us. If you’re a “crafty girl” and even if 
you're not, it is a wonderful opportunity to meet and 
work with your neighbors, learn new skills and make a 
difference in our community. 
  
The Material Girls have had a busy 2020 so far. This 
past year has given the ladies the opportunity to keep 
busy and productive making items for this Fall. During 
the first half of the year several women cut donated 
fabric and made face masks that were collected and 
combined with other community-created masks that 
made their way to hospitals, nursing homes, 
pharmacies, non-profit organizations, businesses and 
individuals via Grand Haven resident, Laurie 
Harrison.  But, face masks are by no means the only 
items that are currently being made by the Material 
Girls.  
  
Cancer care kits for Dr. Sai’s and Dr. Karen Toppi’s 
offices have been cut and sewn in preparation for 
stuffing before being sent to the local doctors. As well 
as the cancer care kits, the group continues to knit 

and crochet chemo caps and lap blankets for the chemo patients post-surgery.  Knitted knockers are also made and 
distributed to women who request them after surgery. 
  
Another initiative has been making teddy bears for children accompanying adults to the Advent Health emergency 
room. These bears provide comfort for these children during a stressful time. The hospital is currently not receiving 
the bears, but when they are ready the Material  Girls have cut, sewn and prepared over 100 bears. 
 
  
We continue to support the Alpha Women’s Center. The Center was closed for a few months, but we were able to 
deliver 25 completed origami bags this summer. These cloth bags filled with pregnancy magazines, literature and 
health pamphlets provide a handmade gift for the young ladies. The Center was very grateful to be able to again 
have a supply of bags. Dozen of knitted blue and pink newborn hats were also left at the Alpha Center's Mom’s 
Boutique. New this September will be an initiative to provide newborn baby booties for the Alpha Center.  

  
The current project for the Holiday season headed by Grand Haven resident, Karen Rodriques, is donating hat/scarf 
sets to Soul Café, a mission of the United Methodist Church in Bunnell. One evening a week, the church provides 
meals for those in need. The hat/scarf sets will be distributed during a Christmas dinner provided by the church. We 
are on track to have all sets completed well in advance of December.  



 
 
 
 The variety of items we can make and provide to our community is limited only by all of our creativity.   
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